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ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  THE  BAKEWELL 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  1895  there  have  been  60  deaths,  but, 
excluding  the  deaths  at  the  Workhouse  of  people  belonging 
to  other  districts,  and  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
Bakewell,  there  were  46,  viz.,  24  males  and  22  females — a 
death  rate  of  16  per  1000. 

The  biidhs  were  77  in  number,  viz.,  40  males  and  37 
females — equal  to  a birthrate  of  27  per  1000. 

The  infantile  mortality  was  123  per  1000  births. 

The  zymotic  death  rate  was  T75,  one  death  being 
ascribed  to  Membranous  Croup,  and  4 to  Whooping  Cough. 

The  death  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year  as  is  the 
birthrate. 

9 Cases  only  of  infectious  disease  were  reported,  viz.,  6 
of  Erysipelas,  2 of  Scarlatina,  and  one  of  Membranous  Croup. 
The  2 Scarlatina  cases  were  obscure  in  origin  and  not  depen- 
dent one  on  the  other.  Each  was  isolated  at  home  and  no 
further  case  arose. 

The  case  of  croup  occurred  in  a hawker’s  travelling  van, 
and  was  fatal  within  24  hours  of  arriving  in  the  district  The 
Erysipelas  cases  were  unconnected  as  to  time  and  place. 
Diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  and  Whooping  Cough  were 
very  prevalent  in  the  early  spring,  possibly  the  severe  climatic 
conditions  then  prevalent  partly  accounted  for  this.  The  four 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  all  occurred  in  children  under 
4 years  of  age. 

No  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse,  nor  any  death  from  infectious  disease. 

Three  Inquests  were  held,  two  verdicts  Natural  Causes, 
one  Accidental  Death. 

The  necessity  for  a permanent  isolation  hospital  in  place 
of  the  temporary  structures  has  not  diminished. 


The  water  supply  has  not  been  as  abundant  as  desirable, 
so  that  a constant  service  has  not  been  possible;  with  the 
object  of  diminishing  waste,  it  was  decided  to  supply  water 
for  non-domestic  purposes  by  meter,  this  has  been  done  in 
one  or  two  instances  only ; should  the  extended  use  of  these 
meters  not  result  in  a better  supply  reaching  the  higher  parts 
of  the  town,  a constant  service,  which  is  very  desirable,  could 
be  obtained  by  laying  a separate  pipe  to  give  a supply  for 
the  higher  localities  only,  under  full  pressure,  while  the  main 
supply-pipe  to  the  rest  of  the  town  should  have  a.  check  valve 
or  some  such  arrangement,  to  cause  the  water  to  be  delivered 
at  less  than  normal  pressure. 

A fairly  convenient  site  for  a tip  for  rubbish  has  at  last 
been  secured,  and  when  a suitable  road  has  been  made  to  it 
there  will  be  less  excuse  for  overful  condition  of  Ash^jits  which 
is  frequently  observed  in  the  systematic  iusj^ection  which  has 
been  carried  on. 

The  Bake-houses  and  Slaughter-houses  have  been  visited 
and  generally  found  clean  and  well  kept.  A new  Slaughter- 
house has  been  erected.  Carcases  of  meat  still  obstruct  the 
footpath. 

The  sewerage  of  the  district  has  been  under  the  consider- 
ation of  an  Engineer  for  some  time,  and  considerable  attention 
has  been  bestowed  on  it  by  the  Council,  but  his  final  plans 
have  not  yet  been  received,  the  matter  being  found  one  of 
great  difficulty. 

Many  houses  still  require  spouting  for  rainwater.  The 
case  instanced  in  last  year’s  report  has  been  sujjpiied,  though 
the  water  is  allowed  to  discharge  over  the  footpath.  More 
energetic  action  should  be  taken  in  all  such  cases,  and  they 
would  soon  be  remedied  to  the  great  benefit  of  foot  passengers. 

New  Bye-laws  have  been  approved  by  the  Council,  but 
await  confirmation  by  the  Local  Groverument  Board. 

The  house  accommodation  is  much  improved,  and  more 
adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  District. 

Several  new  gas  lamps  have  been  fixed. 

All  nuisances  complained  of  have  been  abated,  as  have 
one  or  two  cases  of  over-crowding. 

No  seizure  of  unsound  food  has  taken  place,  and  no 
legal  proceedings  have  been  taken. 

A special  report  on  Ashijits  and  Privy-middins  was 
fuiTiished 

Api^ended  are  Tables  A and  B giving  statistics  of 
mortality  and  sickness. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  W.  EVANS. 

March  3rd.  1896. 


TABLE  OF  DEATHS 

During  the  year  1895,  in  the  Bakewell  Urban  District,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children 
under  5 years  of  age. 
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Names  of  Localities. 
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Deaths  occurring  within  the 
district  among  persons  not 
belonging  thereto. 

TABLE  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS, 

Coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during  the  year  1895,  in  the  Bakewell  Urban  District ; 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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The  “ Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  ” has  been  compulsory  in  the  District  since  1890. 
Temporary  Isolation  Hospital  at  Dakewell  and  also  at  Workhouse. 


